Council Resolution Item
Action is required from the Council Meeting on 18 June 2013 as per the Resolution outlined
below.
MM/14
Mayoral Minute: Independent Local Government Review Panel
- Draft Response to 'Future Directions for NSW' Report
MM/14:
Mayoral Minute: Independent Local Government Review Panel - Draft Response
to 'Future Directions for NSW' Report
MAYOR:

Councillor Peter Abelson

MOSPLAN REF:

01.01

RECOMMENDATION
That the Mayoral Minute be noted and the Mayor be authorised to submit a response on behalf of
Council generally in the terms outlined in the Mayoral Minute.
MAYORAL MINUTE
At a Councillor workshop on 28 May it was agreed that I would prepare a draft Response to the
Future Directions Report by the Independent Local Government Review Panel (ILGRP). I have
not had time to complete a proper response but would suggest a response on the following lines.
The ILGRP report covers many issues, including financial management, productivity, governance
and structural change. Mosman Council concurs with many, though not all, of the suggestions for
improving financial management and governance but has major concerns about the proposals for
structural change and addresses these points particularly in this response.
From the ILGRP report and more especially the public consultation on Friday 14 June it is clear
that the main issues of local government, at least in Sydney, are regional rather than local issues.
In particular there are housing and transport failures at the regional level. These are primarily
State Government failures, not a lack of strategic thinking by local Councils.
It is acknowledged that some Councils in NSW are financially weak and that there is inequity in
the income available to local areas. However, these problems arise essentially as a result of low
income bases and low population density. Amalgamation of Councils will not resolve these
problems other than in a few regional situations.
As the Chair of the ILGRP acknowledged at the public consultation (14 June) the ILGRP is not
basing the case for amalgamation of Councils on grounds of cost savings or improvements in
services. There is no evidence that amalgamation of Councils will achieve either cost savings or
improved services.
Moreover, as shown by several referenda over 20 years, over 80 per cent of the Mosman
community have consistently voted to retain local autonomy and services.
Mosman Council recognises that there are always ways to improve services and efficiencies, but
we do not support structural change as the solution. We are already co-operating in provision of
services with a large number of other Councils and we are an active member of the SHOROC
(regional) group.
We are also actively exploring further co-operative activities with other Councils. This includes a
merger of SHOROC with NSROC, and General Managers are currently examining alternative
governance structures to make these regional organisations of Councils more effective. This

could possibly include a county council model in which the county council is an organisation
designed to achieve certain outcomes and is owned and run by a group of Councils.
Mosman Council strongly rejects amalgamations of Councils. This would seriously weaken local
services, citizen involvement and democracy. The concept of local boards within amalgamated
Councils is no substitute for local Councils because these boards would have no independent
financial basis.
However, Mosman Council is quite willing to engage with a regional group of Councils to develop
strategic capacity and regional transport and housing strategies.
Motion Menzies/White
That the Mayoral Minute be noted.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

